


August 25, 2005, Editorial Page of the Nebraska Journal-Leader:  
 
Paragraph one: 
“…political donors and the amounts they donated to the agitators group formed within the 
Ponca school district is a matter of public record.” 
 
This is nothing more than a scare tactic made by the lead “Pride” publicist. 
 
It is true that some amounts are a matter of public record.  However, that amount must exceed 
$250 to be individually published.  A simple search of the Nebraska Accountability and 
Disclosure Commission website will reveal who and what must be itemized.  All amounts taken 
in by a Ballot Question Committee (which ABC’s is formally filed as) must be disclosed and any 
individual contributions exceeding $250 must be provided to the state annually. 
 
The last time checked, the “Pride” group’s contributions were never published in whole or in 
part.  Where is their “utmost openness” mentioned in this same Journal-Leader editorial? 
 
Paragraph four: 
“If funders of this group were led to believe they could donate anonymously, they have 
been sorely disserved” 
 
It is the subscribers to this publication that have been disserved.  Subscribers should expect 
integrity and truth in its paper, not false propaganda.  Again, the names and addresses of those 
providing total donations under $250 are not subject to any public disclosure. 
 
Paragraph five: 
“…we will publish the names and amounts donated to this agitator’s group.” 
 
According to the Webster’s New Collegiate Dictionary, an agitator is “one who stirs up public 
feeling on controversial issues”.   
 
During the last bond election, the “Pride” group members were the agitators.  Why weren't they 
labeled such by the paper?  So much for their public charter to report all the news fairly.  The 
silent majority has awoken (and has been labeled). 





August 25, 2005, Editorial Page (cont’d) of the Nebraska Journal-Leader:  
 
Paragraph five: 
“…it seems to be coming from the same cabal involved in defeating the school bond issue.  
It is the same people who, reportedly, first admitted they were paying funds to outside 
agitators, and then later denied they were paying funds to outside agitators. 
 
More “fine reporting” at work.  Exactly which of the five ABC’s officers was interviewed about 
committee expenditures to so-called outside agitators.  More good use of inflammatory 
descriptions; agitators and cabals. 
 
It is apparently fine for the “Pride” group to hire outside assistance (such as Kirkpatrick Pettis 
and Neumann, Monson, Wictor) in their campaigns, but not for anyone in opposition to their 
proposals.  Many in the ABC’s resent the use of their taxes to pay for outsiders to help run 
multiple bond proposals that the majority of voters oppose. 




