


February 2, 2006 – Front Page of the Nebraska Journal-Leader:  
 
We will assume that the editor had a late night to meet his deadlines and did not have a 
chance to review his video tape of our Town Hall Meeting in Jackson on January 31, 2006. 
 
Beyond the first paragraph where he expressed several opinions and interpretations, the 
remainder is full of half-truths, contortions of the truth, and outright lies. 
 
Feedback from many who attended the two-and-a-half hour meeting indicates that the 
meeting was informative and professional.  Of all of the questions submitted that night, it is 
interesting that the editor picked one that was submitted by a pro-bond attendee that had 
no answer.   Mr. Dorr asked Mr. Charlson how he measured success, as the Iowa school 
district which built a new high school and which Charlson used for an illustration of 
“success” has continued to lose enrollment and had test score problems.  Mr. Charlson did 
not offer his own measurement. 
 
Mr. Dorr never did proclaim himself to be an “Ag Economist”.  Rather, he detailed his 
background in the banking industry, explained how his family has an agricultural 
background, and referred to his brother, Tom Dorr, who is an Under Secretary of 
Agriculture for the USDA in Washington. 
 
Mr. Dorr also did not claim to be a “good friend of Pam Miller.”  The editor knows this is a 
lie since he was recording the presentation; front and center.  Rather, Mr. Dorr and Mrs. 
Miller grew up in the same town within a block of each other.  At no time did Mr. Dorr 
drag “her name through the mud by association with a county commissioner anecdote.”  
Again, it is on tape! 
 
Our fine editor also states that Mr. Dorr alluded to old data concerning general population 
growth in “all counties bordering Dakota County.”  But Mr. Dorr never mentioned the 
general population; he spoke exclusively of student population.   It’s on the tape!  But as 
long as the editor wants to lie about it, we’ll pick up on the point he raised.  Although the 
general population is growing, the STUDENT population is declining dramatically; not just 
in Dixon County, but in the entire Sioux City metro area.  Mr. Dorr also pointed out that 
there were 30 babies (birth to one year old) in Ponca in 1999 and only 9 in 2005.  This can 
be seen in a graph on this website.  This is exactly our point, where are the families with 
children going to come from to occupy their proposed new school? 
 
The editor stooped to new lows when he referred to an alleged error by Mr. Brannon.  The 
facts are that a SQUARE FOOTAGE calculation was done on the fly and in a hurry based 
on a question submitted by an audience member.  
 
The question was “How big would the school need to be to house 200 students?”  After 
scrambling to find the state of Nebraska requirements and punching numbers into a 
calculator, a figure of 25,600 square feet was given to the audience.  The number was 
NEVER printed on any handouts.  When the error was alluded to by Mrs. Gehring, Mr. 
Brannon immediately recalculated, stood up, and acknowledged the error as being 
approximately 10,000 square feet too low, not $10,000.  So much for rewarding honesty in a 
difficult situation!  The editor’s report is a total fabrication. 
 



And lastly, Mrs. Williams comments about Phil Kramper were funny, light-hearted, and 
surrounded by self-deprecating humor.  She also mentioned how fine a man he was and 
talked about how she had a crush on him in college.  Never were her comments 
inappropriate or childish. 
 
The one handout offered to Mr. Volkman exclusively was not accepted.  That was the Code 
of Ethics provided by the American Society of Newspaper Editors.  The society’s website 
points to the best Codes found on a state by state basis.  Nebraska editors are pointed to the 
Code of the Lincoln Journal Star.   ABCs believes the Introduction to the Journal Star code 
serves as an excellent reminder for our hometown editor.  He may not divide our town so 
seriously if he would only abide by it.   It begins with… 
 

“We earn credibility through truthful reporting, ethical conduct, honesty 
and integrity. Without the trust of our readers, we will be unable to 
adequately perform our mission of providing news, analysis and an open 
forum for the exchange of ideas and opinions.” 
 

For examples of fair and unbiased reporting, see the articles about our town hall 
meeting below printed in the Sioux City Journal and the Dakota County Star, 
respectively.  






